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Standards are important



Yet in 1992, in spite of over ten 
years of hard work, the ACR-
NEMA standard for medical 

imaging was floundering



ACR-NEMA

MedPACS Section

Robert Hindel, Chairman

Ad hoc Committee on 
Demonstration of Version 3.0

Michael Shiff, Chairman

DICOM



Early in 1992, the ad-hoc committee 
approached RSNA about the 
possibility of staging a public 
demonstration at their annual 

meeting in November



1992
Request for Proposals

Award Workshop

Release 1.1

Chicago connectathon

RSNA

April 11 April 20

May 15 July 15

August 15 September 15

November 29

NovemberNovemberProposals submittedApril









The value of public 
demonstrations was confirmed

INDUSTRY

RSNA

LESSONS LEARNED

RADIOLOGISTS

Recognition of the importance of an 
impartial provider of infrastructure



Images alone are not enough

How can we arrange to have all of the 
computer systems in a medical enterprise 

communicate with one another? 



1996 1997 1998

Can images be incorporated in 
the Andover Working Group 

project?

Dick Corley



1996 1997 1998

Discussion at 1996 RSNA annual meeting

Kees Smedema – Philips

Bill Mortimore – Merge

Jack Harrington – Hewlett-Packard



1996 1997 1998

Meeting at RSNA Headquarters 
in Chicago

Is the Andover Working Group necessary?



1996 1997 1998

May 23, 1997

The first of the “Skybird” meetings

“The charge is to develop a multi-year plan 
aimed at expanding the educational programs 
and vendor exhibit activities of RSNA and 
HIMSS in terms of a coordinated focus on the 
integrated health care enterprise.”
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1996 1997 1998



1996 1997 1998

Oct. 27, 1997
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1998 1999 2000



1998 1999 2000



1998 1999 2000

Pull the plug?



1998 1999 2000
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Patient Care 
Coordination
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Patient Care 

Devices 

 Pathology
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IHE 2006 IHE 2006 –– Nine Active Domains Nine Active Domains 
Over 100 vendors involved worldOver 100 vendors involved world--wide,wide, 5 Technical Frameworks5 Technical Frameworks

37 Integration Profiles, Testing at Connectathons37 Integration Profiles, Testing at Connectathons
Demonstrations at major conferences worldDemonstrations at major conferences world--widewide

15 Active national chapters on 4 continents15 Active national chapters on 4 continents



LESSONS LEARNED

Industry should drive the process

A neutral party should act as a facilitator

Publicity is key to maintain momentum 
and to draw in new participants



IS THE BIOMARKER INITIATIVE 
MORE COMPLICATED?

PHARMA

FDA

NIST

NIH

MEDICAL EQUIP. MANUFACTURERS

RADIOLOGISTS



Baseline

1 month follow up

Slide courtesy of Binsheng Zhao, Ph.D., 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center
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